Notes from consultation on CBO I at the third workshop on CBI in Singapore 2011-10-13

Participants:   30 repr. for academic inst., municipalities and NGOs participating in the third expert workshop on Cities’ Biodiversity Index (see http://www.cbd.int/doc/?meeting=EWDCBI-03)


General
· Be positive and solution oriented.
· In the Urban Challenge paragraph, both the CBD and UNFCCC goals are mentioned, but not those of the UNCCD. In light of making sure that developing world cities are represented, and also current strategies to align the 3 Conventions (like the Rio Conventions' Pavilion), it makes sense to incorporate.
· Work to integrate case studies well in the different chapters and strong links to the key messages

Key messages
· Message 1, suggested rephrasing: 1. Unsustainable urbanization is one of the most important drivers behind biodiversity loss and ecosystem change. (make the point that some forms of urbanization is better for biodiversity and ecosystem services than other)
· Message 2: cities are not just rich in biodiversity they have biodiversity unrepresented or depleted elsewhere; sometimes even the last examples of particular ecosystem types.
Contrary and paradoxically they can sometimes enable restoration not possible elsewhere eg ecological reasons (different pest profile- lack of grazing) and availability of financial resources and engaged labour/volunteers
· Move message 10 as new # 2 to create a story around 1-3
· Message 5, suggested rephrasing:  Urban design, using biodiversity and ecosystem services in innovative ways have a significant role in reducing carbon emissions and adapting to climate changes.
· Message 7: including "Food security" here? 
· Lacking a key message on water and water security
· Urban planning should be referred to
· Lacking reference to marine biodiversity and services.
· Addressing scale mismatches among social and ecological scales in the urban landscape

Case studies and boxes
· More case studies from Africa, 
· Marine examples
· Examples that focus specifically on ecosystem services, including a few that highlight the economic value of these ecosystem services to the city.
· The role of ecosystems for the recovery after disasters
· Cities and protected areas
· Healthy parks-healthy people
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	II. Conditions and trends
	
	
	
	
	

	1. Unsustainable urbanization is one of the most important drivers behind biodiversity loss and ecosystem change.
	
	1, 2, 3
	
	
	

	2. Cities are often rich in biodiversity.
	
	3, 5, 6
	Cape Town, Curitiba, Stockholm, Singapore
	
	

	3. Sustainable urbanization is necessary for a sustainable planet.
	
	8,9,10,11
	
	
	

	III. Scenarios
	
	
	
	
	

	4. Urban biodiversity and ecosystems generate multiple benefits essential to human well-being 
	
	4, 7
	New York, Montreal, Paris, Sao Paulo, Melbourne, Cape Town
	
	

	5. Cities can generate ecosystem services and at the same time reduce their consumption of ecosystem-based resources.
	
	
	
	
	

	6. The economic and non-economic values of urban ecosystems are high. 
	
	4, 10
	Cape Town
	
	

	7. Feeding an urbanized world will depend on urban and peri-urban agriculture 

	
	8, 9
	Nairobi, Dakar, Detroit, Berlin
	
	

	IV: Responses: Governance, institutions and learning
	
	
	
	
	

	8. Urban design, using biodiversity and ecosystem services in innovative ways have a significant role in reducing carbon emissions and adapting to climate changes.
	
	10
	Durban
	
	

	9. Cities are hubs of financial, social and human capital with a large potential to generate innovations and governance tools for sustainable urban development.
	
	
	
	
	

	10. Urban landscapes offer unique opportunities for  learning and education about sustainable development
	
	12
	New York, Bangalore, 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	






